24 tape and memo audit
Dr DM Hatfull November 2005
Introduction

The practice purchased a 24 ecg and event recorder in 2003 (cardiotecnics 2000). It is calibrated by the manufacturers annually. This audit is to look a current activity, referral outcomes and adherence to current guidelines1
Dr Hatfull has responsibility in the practice for overseeing and quality assuring the protocol driven software reports form the investigations.Recommendations are made to individual partners as to next step. This is generally if to refer to the cardiologists or not.
Standard

95% appropriately managed in line with local cardiology referral guidelines. This standard was set as recognised that rarely partners may not wish to refer due to other confounding reasons Eg frailty for ETT
Methods

A search of investigations over a 3 month period from May 2005 – July 2005 with results and outcomes.
Results

Total 21 

10/21
48% NORMAL

11/21 
50% ABNORMAL 
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Abnormal events n=11

number


9/11 abnormal studies followed local guidelines to refer or not (90%)

2/11 abnormal studies did not follow guidelines (10%)

Referral rates
6/11 were referred to cardiology (29%)

Total thus of 15/21 of total studies kept “in house” (71%)

Outcomes of referred patients n=6
2 awaiting OPA 

1 no investigation needed

1 flecanide  Rx (SVT)

1 ECHO normal (MFVEs and risk factors)

1 ETT normal (UF VEs and risk factors)

Discussion

The audit standard was not met at 90%. Two patients who by local criteria should have been referred for exercise testing as they had unifocal ventricular ectopics and other risk factors for CAD were not. The partner concerned has been approached and this is now underway.

The audit does demonstrate that around 70% of patients with symptoms overall (15/21) needed no further referral to hospital care.
Re-audit November 2006

KEY


UFVE-unifocal ventricular ectopics


MFVE-multifocal ventricular ectopics


Svt- supraventricular tachycardia


Pause- <1.7s


HB- heart block
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